
❖ Chinese New Year, also known as Lunar New Year 
or Spring Festival, is the most important Chinese 
holiday. It is defined as the first day of the first month 
in the traditional Chinese calendar. The coming 
Chinese New Year begins February 5, 2019. 

❖ Typically, the celebration begins on the New Year's 
Eve and lasts for around 15 days through the middle 
of the first month. Before the celebration, people 
traditionally clean their houses thoroughly, and also 
display traditional New Year's decorations. This 
festivity is a time for family reunion, and is considered 
the most important part of the Chinese New Year 
celebration. People often visit relatives and friends, 
do some shopping, watch traditional Chinese New 
Year events, launch fireworks, and plan for the 
coming year. 

     

From Dr. Hairston, Principal

❖ February 5:        Chinese New Year
❖ February 6:        100 Days Celebration  
❖ February 18:      Presidents’ Day School Closed
❖ February 11-22: Math Benchmark Test Grades K-8   

Chinese New Year:

1st Grade
❑ ELA: Students will ask and answer key details in a story 

and cite text evidence. Students will know the 
spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant 
digraphs such as: ch, sh, th, ph, and wh.  Students will 
continue to model and recognize the distinguishing features 
of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation) when reading and writing. 

❑ Math: Students will prepare their Benchmark test by 
reviewing their unit 1-4 concept. Students will be focusing 
on addition and subtraction under 100, measurement and 
place value concept. At the same time students will continue 
to learn Unit 5 concept including reading time and two 
dimensional shapes. 

2nd Grade
❑ ELA: February begins Unit 3! We move from learning more 

about animals to learning more about our Earth. We start 
the unit with an expository text about volcanoes. After that 
we get to learn more about tornadoes and other violent 
weather systems. We will be working on strategies such as 
monitoring and finding the main idea and standards such as 
making connections and finding evidence. 

Greetings Parents, thank you for your guidance and support of our students as we successfully completed the first 
semester of the school year. As we move forward in the second semester, we will institute an initiative, titled, Friday's 
at the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers). The goal of this initiative is to 
provide students with additional opportunities, specifically on Friday's, to practice PARCC-like assessments, in 
addition, to the support offered during their instructional time. Students in grades Kindergarten through Sixth will 
engage in learning activities that will prepare them to meet the challenges of the College and Career Ready Standards. 
We are excited to begin this work with our students and will keep you updated as to how you can provide assistance at 
home. Again, thank you parents for all your help in making Paint Branch Chinese Immersion Elementary School great! 
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Curriculum Updates:

❑ Math: Students will continue to work on representing and 
solving problems involving addition and subtraction. They 
will also work with equal groups to gain foundations for 
multiplication. Students will also work with place value 
and use place value understanding and properties of 
operations to add and subtract.

3rd Grade
❑ ELA: Students are finishing their work on Unit 2 about 

people and nature. This unit explores how people and 
nature use their environment. We will use our reading 
strategies of inferring, drawing conclusion, comparing and 
contrasting, identifying the author’s purpose, and close 
reading. As we close the unit, we will revisit and review 
conventions in nouns and verbs, all spelling words with 
consonant blends, prefixes and suffixes.

❑ Math: Students will use visual models and number line to 
find equivalent fractions. They will continue to compare 
fractions with the same denominators/ numerators by 
using visual models and number lines. Students will also 
be able to represent fractions and whole numbers on a 
line plot.

4th Grade
❑ ELA: Students will be reading and analyzing the novel 

“Shiloh.” Students will have opportunities to engage in 
rich discussions on plot, characters, and theme.  Students 
will have opportunities to lead these discussions. In 
Writing Fundamentals, students will be completing their 
nonfiction/informative pieces. In addition, students will 
begin an in-depth study of the author Cynthia Rylant.  

❑ Math: Students will prepare for Math Benchmark Test. 
They will extend understanding of fraction equivalence 

   and ordering. Students will also build fractions from unit
   fractions by applying and extending previous
   understandings of operations on whole numbers.
5th Grade
❑ ELA: Students will engage in a narrative writing task in 

which they will write a folktale from a different point of 
view than the original version. They will conduct a 
literary analysis task in which they describe how each 
text conveys the theme of sacrificing for others. 
Students will continue to read texts closely and 
summarize texts, make comparisons, identify point of 
view and theme. 

❑ Math: Students will prepare for their Benchmark 
assessment by reviewing concepts in units 1-4. 
Students will also view volume in order to complete the 
5th grade literacy task. 

6th  Grade
❑ ELA: Students will review informationational texts and 

analyze arguments about how modern technology is 
helpful and harmful. Students will also examine 
infographic text features and study why they are an 
effective means to convey. Students will then formulate 
their own opinion about the impacts of technology, 
primarily social media, and will write an opinion essay 
that details their position and uses details from their 
own research to support their position. They will create 
and use their own infographics to strengthen their 
arguments. 

❑ Math:  Students prepare for SLO posttest by reviewing 
mathematical concepts.6A: Introduction to Unit Rate 
and Ratios: review fraction, decimal, and percentage. 
6B: Inequalities, fraction, decimal, and percentage.

Curriculum Updates:


